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The Rev. Dr. John W. "Johnny" Mingus, 
Sr., of Venice, FL, died on October 31, 
2012. He was born in Norristown, PA, grew 
up in Middletown, NY, and retired in the 
Venice area after serving churches in 
Maine, Massachusetts, Maryland, and 
Tennessee. He also served on the national 
staff of the United Church of Christ. Johnny 
was a member of First Congregational 
UCC in Sarasota. 



In this Conference, Johnny served as 
pastor of Pilgrim Congregational Church UCC in Chattanooga from 1995 to 2006. 
He is survived by his wife, Kimberly C. Hunt, of Venice, and his children, 
grandchildren, brothers, and friends. 

Memorial donations may be made to the Maine Sea Coast Mission, 127 West St., 
Bar Harbor, ME 04609, or the ALS Association Florida Chapter, 3242 Parkside 
Center Circle, Tampa, FL 33619-0907. 
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Wisconsin UCC reaches elderly 
members through 35 years of 
radio broadcasts 
With more than half of the 
congregation unable to attend 
church every Sunday because 
of illness, disability or just 
general old age, the church 
takes its message to the 
airwaves to make sure that 
even its members who can't be 
present can hear worship 
service and remain involved. 
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Dear Covenant Partners, 

Tine United Church of Christ, throughout its history and the shared histories of our 
predecessor bodies, has shown clear commitments to racial justice and equality. 
As Conference Ministers we feel compelled to speak out at this moment in time. 

Our ancestors in faith led the movement for abolition. They were a voice of reason 
at the dawn of Reconstruction, when America attempted to rebuild a nation 
buttressed by white power and privilege. They fought long and hard during the 
time of Jim Crow to gain new ground in the equality of all races. They fought to 
end red-lining districts that forced black families into ghettoes. And they walked 
arm in arm with our brothers and sisters of color during the Civil Rights movement. 

They were willing to be jailed, persecuted, ridiculed, and even at times martyred 
for the cause of racial justice and equality. 

Our own commitments to this movement of equality for all races are now being put 
to the test. In the days following the re-election of this nation's first black president, 
there are painful reminders of how pernicious the evils of white power, white 
privilege, and white supremacy remain in this great land of ours. And now is not 
the time for those who see with new eyes the fresh face of a richer, more diverse 
people to be silent. We must also let our practice and behavior reflect our 
commitment, by constantly examining ourselves lest we fall prey. (2Cor. 13:5) 

Like the women and men who in previous times found their courage, their voice, 
their call to action - so must we now find ours as well. Let us hear again, and be 
inspired by, the words of the great abolitionist poet James Russell Lowell, who in 
"The Present Crisis" wrote: 

"New occasions teach new duties; Time makes ancient good uncouth; They must 
upward still, and onward, who would keep abreast of Truth." 

Long before white men once again claim by divine right a privileged place at the 
expense of all others; and long before America loses the forward momentum 
gained in her great and interminable struggle with racial equality; and realizing 
that, though momentum has been gained and big steps taken toward racial justice, 
there is yet more light and truth to break forth in this ongoing struggle for equality: 
let us in this day renew our commitment to the struggle for racial justice and 
equality. Let us awaken to the new threats that are emerging in these days to this 
embrace of equality. Let us not be daunted by the long, hard road - but be 
invigorated by the gains made, emboldened by the costs paid already by true 
disciples, and energized by the promise of a vision of Shalom that many of us can 
see on the horizon of this new day. 

We call on all settings of the church to maintain a vigilant voice in this struggle for 
racial justice and equality. We invite you to engage once again in Sacred 
Conversations on Race that open new doors for new understandings about race, 
prejudice, and privilege. We urge you to speak out when voices emerge on the 
landscape that threatens to turn back the clock and undo the work of those who 
came before us. We invite our white members, families, and churches to develop 
new skills as allies in dismantling white privilege and fostering new dimensions of 
racial justice and equality. We call upon preachers to find their voice and speak 
out when local and national leaders reclaim the old language of white power and 
privilege. And we invite us all to be in fervent prayer for that hoped-for day when 
all "will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their 
character." 

With a new hope for a new day to inspire us, we remain your humble servants in 
Christ, 
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